
 

 

 

 

 

The founder 
Antolín Flores Quispe was born in Pucará a community located in Puno (South 
of Peru). His work took him to understand that the development of their 
community was the responsibility of all, so he decided to support women who 
had an interest to generate options for their families.  

The year 2012 he founded the Association for the Andean Community (APCA 
by its acronym in Spanish), with his own family, because his wife and daughter 
were, from the outset, participants in this initiative. Almost blindly and with the 
entire confidence put in it, which if it was a hand on the shoulder, of the man 
who guided them. Roberta Chio, his wife, tells us “My husband was who 
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created this organization to impel the women, so that they go out forward, that 
have a proper revenue, we newly are learning everything what he was doing”. 

The recognition of his work transcended the doors of his home, to be named 
President of the Association, until August 2014, month in which he died.  

From the loss to the action: a leader is promoted 
Betty Flores Chino, is 22 years old, even did not come out of the pain that 
caused her loss, when members of APCA began to be questioned on the 
uncertain future of this initiative, which grouped together and today brings 
together artists textiles and ceramics. 

The decision was unanimous, to 
continue for will and honoring 
the memory of its founder. It is 
so the young woman of shy 
look, took up office - for 
unanimous voting - the charge 
that its dad was inheriting. “My 
dad has assembled all the 
people, and then that's why they 
have decided that I should 
continue in its charge”, pointed 
out Betty with an undecided 
smile between feeling proud for 
the charge or frightened for the 
challenge. 

To Betty Flores Chino is guided 
by the challenge of directing this 
group. Although she does not 
tile, the young leader, in addition 
to the tasks entrusted by the Association, she goes to a top institute to study 
technical classes of accounting, which more than for taste, they are a need to 
support the directed company. 

“After the death of my father [7 days] we had a course that he had planned, 
there we met, some animated and others already not; somehow we have tried 
to encourage them, and they have decided to follow in the Organization" said 
Betty who signed her decision against the Commission, recognizing its limitation 
of knowledge that will be overshadowed by her desire to learn. 

 



Roberta and Antolín were married for 18 years, fruit of which they had two 
children and a daughter - only Roberta and Betty are a part of the Association. 
Roberta, as mom, accompanies and gives support to her daughter in the 
process of leadership of APCA, although she devotes herself more to the 
ceramics, handles correctly and with big facility the pampawe skill. Antolín was 
helping him with the yarn so that Roberta could have just woven a blanket in 
only two weeks. It moves to wonder us if would be Roberta who motivated her 
husband to support all the women of the community in equal situation. 

 

APCA sppining action  
APCA is going on inside the house of Flores 
Chino, one of the many who receive the 
passing of those who visit Pucara, its art, 
and its bulls. 

The Pucará community stands out as a 
touristic place in the South of the Peru, 
which is attractive for traditional art markets. 
Ladies of APCA, head to the main square to 
offer their products and generate income in 
a market that is considered to be local or 

even regional circuit. However, in the square there is another association that is 
dedicated to the sale and they are those who buy their products as 
intermediaries and earn income and surplus resulting from them. 

For this association, comprised of 23 ceramists and textile artists; 17 of which 
are devoted mainly to textile art, this form of commerce does not recognize 
neither the effort of the work of the ladies nor allow them to a fair competition. 
For this reason, the contact with the Sppining Culture project (known as Hilando 
Culturas in Spanish), caused much expectation. 

The Spinning cultures project seeks to increase the capabilities of the 
handicrafts artists for the development and consolidation of a value chain of 
textile art with cultural identity articulated sustainably with market in Cuzco-
Puno and La Paz-Oruro goegraphic corridors. It is implemented by Practical 
Action, Progetto Mondo MLAL, ETC Andes (Perú) and the OEPAIC network 
(Bolivia), with the support of the European Union. 

For Betty this project will open doors to new people in her community, that even 
without the knowledge have the interest to participate in this space that 
promotes not only tradition, but possibilities to improve the income; they are the 



people who will require training, not only in finishing techniques or others in 
which the project supports, but initial training for this process. 

The innovation using machines to accelerate its production and to improve it is 
different of its needs, while its artistic activities keep on alternating with the 
rotation agriculture for productive cycles of quinua and potato. 
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